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	Through the years, Hip-Hop has evolved tremendously. It originated from African-American culture but the current day methods and techniques instituted in Hip-Hop/Rap changed tremendously. Originally, the lyrics in these songs were used to spread awareness of the African-American exploitation and systematic oppression. However, as the years went by, the lyrics and goals of artists began changing. Over time, songs began to cause feuds between rappers, heinous action by followers, and overall chaos among the Hip-Hop community. Two major rappers involved in such feuds on are Tupac Shakur, and Christopher Wallace, known as The Notorious B.I.G. Not only were they two of some of the most known rappers ever, but they are also known to have created one of the largest conflicts in rap history. Their feud became part of both rappers’ lyrics, slinging insults back and forth through their songs. As a result, this negatively affected the atmosphere of rap, and more so, caused violence. I chose to study about Hip-Hop to learn more about the history, why, and how it has become what it is today. I also want a better understanding ofn how the rivalry was established. This may help to better understand the effect of regionalism on music. Further, this leads to the ultimate question: Is the West Coast truly “the best coast” or is the East Coast superior?	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: Avoid repetition	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: I would trim back on some of the context (which the reader may be familiar with) so that you can get into the specific research question a bit more quickly.	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: It strikes me that you are trying to cover a lot of ground here:

1. the history of hip-hop
2. the origins of rivalry
3. regionalism in hip-hop
4. a comparison of the coasts

This is a lot to work on. I would maybe narrow your focus in the project.	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: Note that this creates a closed ended question since the answer (maybe) is one or the other. I would try to aim your central question more at an open-ended question that will invite an answer that seeks to explain or interpret an issue (e.g. “how has the divide between east and west coast affected the fan bases’ allegiance to an artist?”)
	A good scholarly source on this topic is written by Becky Blanchard. This is a scholarly source because the paper has been reviewed by experts and further has a credible works cited page.  Blanchard concludes the essay saying, “Despite the blame placed on rap for the prominence of violence in American society, hip-hop music is a symptom of cultural violence, not the cause. In order to understand hip-hop, it is necessary to look at it as the product of a set of historical, political, and economic circumstances and to study the role it has served as voice for those subjugated by systematic political and economic oppression” (Blanchard n.p.). This quote exemplifies Blanchard’s goal in the work. Throughout the essay, Blanchard tries summing up the evolution of Hip-Hop. HShe begins by going through all the stages Hip-Hop has gone through to become what it is today. He then explains why rap songs are sung the way they are and why they use the lyrics that they do. He would like people to understand that there is a deeper meaning to an artists’ lyrics. Sometimes, lyrics seem vulgar and may cause violence, but if listeners pay attention to the message of a song they may realize that there is usually a deeper meaning behind the lyrics. In addition, the vulgarity implemented in African-American Hip-Hop is the result of white supremacists and further gets worse because of white upper class men who try to make money off exploiting the poor. Ultimately, heris goal is to defend rap culture and reject the notion that rap lyrics are a main cause of violence. Instead, he would like readers to focus on the deeper meaning in the lyrics, which spreads the word of political, social, and economic exploitation.	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: Give its title	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: You can probably take this for granted if you have identified it as scholarly	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: Is that all she is saying in the quote? It strikes me that there are some really interesting things going on in the section you drew out. Engage with the specifics of what she is saying here.	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: The last of the three sentences here is probably the most significant one. What is that deeper meaning, in Blanchard’s opinion? The first two sentences seem a bit general and can probably be cut.	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: Becky is short for Rebecca. Go through and switch the pronouns	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: Is this a paraphrase of Blanchard’s point? If so, cite it (to indicate that).	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: Good. I would work this in a bit earlier
	Blanchard believes that rap, like other forms of music, can be better understood if one looks at how it came about. Rhyme schemes instituted in rap were originally used for entertainment and as code to identify race relation between slaves and white masters. Slaves would use these rhyme schemes “as forms of resistance to systems of subjugation and slavery” (Blanchard n.p.).  They would outwit their master and escape plantations through the use of this method. “Hip-hop journalist Davey D connects the African oral tradition to modern rap: ‘You see, the slaves were smart and they talked in metaphors. They would be killed if the slave masters heard them speaking in unfamiliar tongues. So, they did what modern-day rappers do--they flexed their lyrical skillz (sic.)” (Blanchard n.p.). This method established the platform for the rap we know today and is further instituted in the hip-hop culture. The rhyme schemes themselves may be rooted to white men exploiting black people. Moreover, “rap has developed as a form of resistance to the subjugation of working-class African-Americans in urban centers. Though it may be seen primarily as a form of entertainment, rap has the powerful potential to address social, economic, and political issues and act as a unifying voice for its audience” (Blanchard n.p.). More specifically, rap songs develop into real insights on what an artist has gone through. Further, the lyrics are a cry for help and pleading for aid to a desperate community’s needs. However, very few seem to notice this and people mainly judge it saying that it is too fierce and further promotes violence.	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: I would avoid quoting a quotation wherever possible.

More to the point, I don’t know if we need more summary of the source. You have covered its central argument well. Now I would move on to evaluating it and synthesizing it with the others.	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: This section mainly continues the summary you began in the first section. While the quotations you bring up are very interesting, I am not sure what we need as much detail right now. What I would recommend doing instead is switching into an evaluative mode: What questions did this source raise in your mind? Did it have any gaps or oversights? What key ideas could you extract that relate to your own topic?
	Later, Hip-Hop was expanded by African American working class disc jockeys. One man discovered that playing around with two record players would funk up the music, and in turn, create a break between lyrics. This break opened up room for break dancers to enter modern day Hip-Hop. Once this method was introduced, rap culture began to intrigue many more fans. Because they intrigue so many, white supremacists chose to use that to their advantage and attempt to capitalize on old cultural biases and fear of African-American uprising to vilify rap music.	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: This still seems to be summarizing the source. Here’s my suggestion: after summarizing and evaluating, synthesize the source with the others. How do their arguments compare? Do they share questions or key ideas? Does one help you to better understand the other?
	“African-American AM stations were forced out of the market by more economically-powerful stations owned and controlled mainly by members of the white upper-class” (Blanchard n.p.). The rap industry was mainly controlled by white upper-class men and they would censor what rappers could rap about. Artists would rap uncouth words and many listeners would be offended by the words they used. As result, white agents, only thinking about the money, tried further controlling what the rappers could and could not say. Many would get offended by the things rappers said in songs, such as Ice Cube’s “F*** the Police,” but these same people did not realize that, though the songs may use extreme words, they are trying to express legitimate issues going on in black neighborhoods. “The nihilistic approach to violence and criminal activity for which rap is often criticized is defended by some artists as the understandable result of the disparities that face African-American communities, from which rap originated and remains rooted” (Blanchard n.p.). Violent rapping is the effect of violent actions against them. Though artists may be singing about shooting, killing, and stealing, those things are what these artists’ lives have consisted of. The reason they’ve endured such terrible things in their lives is because their lives are reflections of preexisting political, social, and economic disparities. 	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: You should try to lead into quotations with introductory clauses	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: I feel like we have switched from talking about the source (what you’re supposed to focus on in the CS paper) to giving a general history/context, which might fit better in the final essay. I would cut all this.	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: Lead in	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: After summary, evaluation, and synthesis, I would briefly state how you intend to use the source in your final paper. Is it something that will provide context? Examples? Data? Counter-arguments? Key terms? How do you see yourself building in new directions or how does it relate to that central question you asked?
	Blanchard explains that “Rap music was stolen from its community, repackaged by money-minded businesspeople looking to create a wider appeal by erasing hip-hop's historic function.””(n.p.). The songs were seen as offensive and caused violence so agents totally disenfranchised the significance of rap. Rappers created songs that would spread awareness of what was going on in their daily lives. It was initially used to spread awareness of black exploitation, child abuse, poverty, parental neglect and political, social and economic disparities, but white upper class men diminished their significance because they were money-minded and only sought to make as much money as they could. Because of this, artists strayed away from the initial goal of rap music and started singing about problems between each other, within their black community. More specifically, “they rap about shooting other blacks, but almost never about challenging governmental authority or encouraging social activism” (Blanchard n.p.).  The modification of rap totally marginalized the real reason and goals artists originally sought to promote through their music.	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: What about your other sources? By this point, we definitely should have moved on to one of the other ones. I feel like you are getting carried along/swept up by Blanchard.	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: It is important to ask: is all of this relevant to your central question about east and west coast rap? I feel like there could be links, but here is not really the place to make them. Save this kind of explanation for the final essay
	After the gap in white and black treatment and race relation boils down and black people receive some liberation, originally sought goals to spread awareness diminish. Artists continued to rap about problems within their own community and forgot the original goal of the music. This kind of rap promoted violence between artists, and in turn, the hip-hop community. Two rappers who created extreme violence within the black community are Tupac Shakur and Christopher Wallace - The Notorious B.I.G. Not only did they create violence within a black community, but they created an everlasting feud between the East Coast and the West Coast. The feud didn’t only revolve around who was the best artist, but also, they promoted the question of which area is better. This feud still resonates today, even after their deaths.	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: Here, it is clear to me that you have shifted gears and are now making claims/arguments. Remember, the purpose of this essay is not to make your argument. It is too early for that. It is to evaluate and synthesis the sources by talking about them on their own terms.	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: All of this is more the matter for the final essay. Keep focused on your sources. I can see that you transition back below, but I would chop out all the parts where you are talking about the topic generally rather than about the sources.
	To gain some more information about their feud and the problems they created, a secondary source – a newspaper article – is evaluated, but also contrasted to a non-scholarly opinion piece. “The Guardian” piece is scholarly because it is written by an expert writer who cites her sources. Also, her work is overlooked before it is able to be published. The other source is non-scholarly because it is an online opinion article discussing the author’s personal and subjective views on Tupac and The Notorious B.I.G.	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: You can also say “I chose to compare the scholarly source to a newspaper source”. No need to use the passive voice.	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: Newspapers are not peer-reviewed and the author does not have a works cited list with substantial scholarly sources. I would say it is non-scholarly.
	Tupac and The Notorious B.I.G are two of some of the most iconic rappers to date, as they still attract a mass number of followers nearly twenty years after their deaths. However, according to Dan Charnas “there was always tension – there was always resentment, rather – among some folks on the west coast for the resistivity from New York DJ’s and artists to West Coast hip-hop” (Charnas). There was always resentment because Los Angeles rappers never felt they received the right amount of attention when coming to New York. Because of this idea, Tupac and Biggie were pitted against each other from the start. Really though, their feud sparked when Tupac was shot five times. Tupac believed it to be an inside job. Biggie was in the recording studio and since there already was tension amongst the East and West coast, Tupac blamed Biggie. 	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: This is not a source that appears in your works cited list	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: It is not clear which source you are summarizing here. Also, the same comment I have been making about the emphasis of your writing applies here as well. I recommend less context/argument and more evaluation of the sources.
	Yet, one thing that brought them together was their belief that they are indeed serving their community and their fans. Even though the feud between the coasts was escalating, both men believed in their words. “Tupac worked on the west coast, Biggie on the east. Tupac had the good looks, revolutionary heritage (his mother was former Black Panther Afeni Shakur) and poetic aspirations, but only middling skills. Biggie had the gangster credentials (he used to deal crack in Brooklyn), everyman appeal and effortless, weighty-but-nimble flow — to him, rapping itself was sheer poetry. They both thought big: hip-hop heroes for the mainstream rather than the cognoscenti” (The Guardian). 	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: Lead in	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: Cite by author name	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: Quotations need to be followed by contextualization, engagement, and analysis
	To get a clearer sense of their rivalry, it might be useful to look into songs that each of them produced, like Tupac’s “Hit Em Up” and Biggie’s “Who Shot Ya.” Tupac’s “Hit Em Up” was a come at Biggie when Tupac suspected that he shot him. He tries insulting Biggie singing “That’s why I fucked your bitch, West side” and “you claim to be a player, but I fucked your wife.” Here, Tupac claims that he had sex with Biggie’s wife and is looking to stir up some beef. He is also insisting that, see, west side has the thrown. He hasn’t even done anything with Biggie’s wife, but just sings like this to get him mad. He later institutes vulgar and seriously threatening lyrics singing “cut your young ass up leave you in pieces” insisting that if one tries coming at him, he will take extreme measures and cut that individual. When speaking about the suspected shooting he sings, “who shot me? But you punks didn’t finish,” “grab your glocks when you see Tupac” and “call the cops when you see Tupac.” His goal here is to give off a sense of “bravado.” He is trying to say that he is a dangerous man and nobody should mess with him. He references the shooting and says, ha, you guys couldn’t kill me. One should grab their guns (“glocks”) when they see Tupac because there is bound to be some violence. One should also call the cops because there is bound be bloodshed.  After Biggie hears this song he must come back with a comeback. So, he establishes the song “Who Shot Ya.” Here he responds to the insults directed at him singing, “who shot ya, I can hear sweat drippin down your cheek.” Here, in sense Biggie is calling Tupac a “pussy” and saying that he can see that Tupac gets nervous when he sees Biggie. Later, he too implements much violence in his songs singing “peel more skin than Idaho potato” and “fucking with B.I.G aint safe.” He is also insisting that he is a dangerous man and has killed many people. They both see this as a good thing and these types of lyrics are actually favored. Just like Tupac, though trying to say that he is better and more dangerous, he tries to give off a sense of “bravado.” He claims that messing with Biggie is not safe and one will get in big trouble, even get killed, if they mess with him.	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: A primary source analysis is definitely something more suited for the final argumentative paper. We seem to have lost sight of the scholarly sources.	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: For the purposes of this paper, I would cut this section and turn your attention back towards the sources you have researched. If you do a primary source analysis in the final essay, I would probably still trim it back to get your own explanation in more, so that it connects to a larger argument.
	Clearly, rap has made a tremendous cultural shift. It still spreads awareness of black exploitation, but now they are just enhancing the idea of how the black community is dangerous and anyone who comes around will be in trouble. We see a common goal in later rap. Each rapper tries giving off a sense of bravado and totally disregards political, social, and economic concerns. Rap music has made a tremendous cultural shift, switching to singing about conflict within their own community. Instead of helping their communities through song, they promote more violence. Moreover, through their lyrics they insist that the most dangerous man should be the most respected. These songs have led to many acts of violence and murders between followers of Tupac and Biggie.	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: These are assertions/claims that you might keep in your back pocket until the final essay. Remember, for now, we are asking questions and looking at sources, not advancing arguments.
	Blanchard urges listeners to hear what these rappers are rapping about and understand that this is the result of the lives they have gone through. The raps are secretly a cry for help. They rap about killing people and having sex with other people’s girls because that has been what their lives have been about. Though they start rapping in different ways, this type of rap is because of white supremacists who seek only to make money off their rap and further, openly illustrates problems in the black community.	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: In the conclusion of the CS paper, I might indicate what questions remain unanswered or how you intend to approach the remaining research	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: See the overall comments below the works cited list
	

Works Cited	Comment by Jeremy Lakoff: As I mentioned in the citation video, formatting the works cited spacing is much easier when you use the ruler, since you don’t have to worry about messing around with the spaces
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Overall Comments:

- What is evident to me from this draft is just how passionate you are about this topic. You talk about the issues, questions and concerns that relate to your view of the hip-hop world and you take a stance in relation to those concerns.

- However, what this also means is that you have “jumped ahead” of where I have asked you to be with this assignment. The conceptual synthesis essay is not an argumentative essay. It is too early to be making arguments and taking stands because a) we haven’t finished the research and b) we haven’t yet discussed the techniques of argumentation. In this essay, I want you to hold back from drawing conclusions and making assertions for the moment and focus instead on what the sources you researched are saying.

- In this light, I think this paper will require a rewrite. Elements of it might be carried over to the final essay (though, still with revision), but I would put it aside for now and start fresh. I’ll offer some advice on how to do that.

- Begin by returning to the assignment description. Read over how I have characterized the essay and the kinds of steps I am asking you to take. Then, look back over your class notes, especially the notes from the class where I talked about the structure of this essay. 

- Go to the scholarly secondary sources you have researched. Read over them again, noting what they are claiming and asserting. We will get to your interpretation, but for now I want to see what kinds of results your research has turned up and how you are making sense of that material. Copy relevant quotations and note the pages for later citation. You begin by talking about one of your sources, but about halfway into the paper, your emphasis shifts and you slide into a traditional argumentative essay.

- In the introduction of this paper, resist the temptation to take a position. For now, I want to know what your central question is, the question that has been guiding your research. I was happy to see that you do let us know your question and that you use the 3-step formula, but you also give yourself a lot to cover/handle. I might try to narrow and streamline the focus of the project.

- I recommend having a multi-paragraph section for each source. Here is what I would like you to think about doing in each section:
1. Introduce the source by title and author. Let us know the topic of the source, the purpose behind its writing, and the main thesis it advances. You might consider using a quotation to illustrate its primary focus or reasoning. You started off very nicely with the Blanchard essay, telling us the main argument, but then the summary just kept going. Stick to the main argument and only a few relevant details from it.

2. Evaluate the source: is it well-written? Does it make use of evidence/examples well? What kinds of questions does it raise? What kinds of gaps or oversights does it have? What keywords or quotations emerged for you? What core concepts does it advance? Engage with the material and let me know how you make sense of it.

3. Synthesize the sources together. How does this source compare to that one? Do they agree/disagree? Does one help you to better understand the other (and how)? What happens if you apply terms from one to the other?

4. Briefly (and I mean briefly), let me know what your stance in relation to the source is. What kind of impression did it leave with you? And more importantly, how do you think you could use it further down the line?

- Repeat this for each source. You spend a great deal of time on Blanchard, but almost no time on the other sources. Try to spend roughly equal space on each.

- Right now, you conclude with a larger claim/assertion about the topic. I think that ending with a hypothesis is fine, but it might be more in the spirit of the assignment to end with questions that remain to be researched and a statement about how you might go about doing that.

- Make sure that you are only including sources in your works cited that you have explicitly cited in your essay. Likewise, if you cite it in the essay, it must appear in the works cited list.

- I know that this is a lot to digest, so please let me know if you’d like to meet online to discuss it further. I think there might have been a misunderstanding at the root, so my goal is to try to correct that and offer suggestions on what you could do to reorient the paper a bit. 



